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SUBJECT: RAJYA SABHA ELECTIONS COMING 

1 . THE BIENNIAL POLLING FOR 69 RAJYA SABHA SEATS WILL TAKE PLACE 
IN STATE LEGISLATURES AROUND THE COUNTRY FROM MARCH 25 TO 27. 

THE CONGRESS' LARGE MAJORITIES IN THE MOST STATES ALMOST ENSURE 
THAT THE ELECTIONS WILL RAISE CONGRESS REPRESENTATION IN THE RAJYA 
SABHA TO A SOLID TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY (IT IS NOW 64 PERCENT). 

2. THE DEADLINE FOR FILING NOMINATIONS EXPIRED MARCH 10. 

CONGRES TICKETS HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO FIVE MEMBERS OF THE UNION 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS: BANSI LAL (MINISTER OF DEFENSE); P. C. 

SETHI (MINISTER OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS); OM MEHTA 
(MINISTER OF STATE FOR HOME AFFAIRS); V. GADGIL (MINISTER OF 
STATE FOR DEFENSE PRODUCTION); BIPIN PAL DAS (DEPUTY MINISTER 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. MINISTER OF STATE FOR PLANNING, I. K. 

GUJRAL, WAS NOT INCLUDED ON THE LIST OF CONGRESS NOMINEES, BUT 
WAS NAMED MARCH 1 1 TO FILL THE LONG VACANT AMBASSADORSHIP IN 
MOSCOW. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCES, MRS, GANDHI, SANJAY AND CONGRESS 
PRESIDENT D. K. BAROOAH TOOK THE LEAD IN SELECTING CONGRESS 
CANDIDATES TO THE RAJYA SABHA. SANJAY WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN OBTAIN- 
ING A TICKET FOR YOUTH CONGRESS PRESIDENT AMBIKA SONI. 
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3. THE CONGRESS NOMINATIONS TO THE UPPER HOUSE OF WEST BENGAL 
FINANCE MINISTER SANKAR GHOSH AND SENIOR CONGRESS OFFICIALS 
MRS. PURABI MUKHERJEE AND A. R. ANTULAY HAVE REINFORCED 
SPECULATION THAT A CABINET CHANGE MAY TAKE PLACE OVER THE NEXT 
SEVERAL MONTHS. GHOSH PROVED A COMPETENT AND HARD WORKING 
TECHNICIAN IN WEST BENGAL. MUKHERJEE AND ANTULAY ARE PERSONAL 
LOYALISTS OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S. AN ATTRIBUTE THAT HAS TAKEN 
ON SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR THOSE SEEKING HIGH OFFICE SINCE THE 
EMERGENCY. ALL THREE ARE POSSIBLE CANDIDATES FRO THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS. 

4. THE TREND TOWARD UNITY AMONG THE NON-COMMUNIST OPPOSITION 
PARTIES (NEW DELHI 3492) WAS NOT REFLECTED IN THE NOMINATING 
PROCESS FOR THE RAJYA SABHA. THE OPPOSITION PARTIES HAVE 
STUCK TO THEIR LABELS IN CHOOSING CANDIDATES. IT IS STILL POS- 
SIBLE, HOWEVER. THAT THE OPPOSITION COULD FORGE A REASONABLY 
UNITED FRONT AGAINST CONGRESSBY POLLING TIME STILL TWO WEEKS 
AWAY. 

SCHNEIDER 
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